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increased from 14.3 per cent to nearly 22 per cent. While
discussing the South one thing has to be kept in mind. The
figures of the North upto the time of Partition in 1947 were
inclusive of the production figures for N.W.F.P., West Punjab,
Sind and East Bengal, now forming Pakistan. There is no
doubt that the production in the South has been showing an
upward trend continuously but the percentage of the North
in 1948-49, has also been considerably reduced on account of
the exclusion of the regions comprising Pakistan.
The tendency towards dispersion is also illustrated by the
fact that all the five mills under construction in 1950 were
located* outside U. P. and Bihar, where three existing mills
had taken permission to shift to other areas.
At present the industry stands deprotected but there is
no outside competition at this time. The real problem of the
sugar industry in India has been the supply of good quality
cane at cheap rates comparable to the prices of similar cane
in countries like Java. This problem still remains unsolved
mainly for two reasons. First, eighty five per cent of the cane
is grown in the North, where heavy yielding varieties cannot
establish themselves; secondly, major part of the cane is ob-
tained by the factories from the cultivators' fields, where the
question of improvement in yield is bound up with an all
round improvement in agriculture. So long as the question
of making available to the factories cheap cane of a fairly good
quality remains unsolved, the industry would not be able to
manufacture white sugar at a cost comparable to that of tropi-
caL islands like Java or Cuba.
Agricultural side of the industry can be much better
controlled on factory farms of a suitable size. But in densely
populated regions like the plains of the river Ganga where
majority of people practise peasant-farming, it is not practi-
cable to provide farms to a substantial section of the sugar
mills. The following table gives some interesting facts about
factory farms.
*One each in West Bengal, Madras, Madhya Bharat, Hyderabad,
and Saurashtra,